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 A Community 

Mansfield Public School Superintendent Kelly Lyman 

has announced Lauren Rodriguez as principal of the 

new Mansfield elementary school. Ms Rodriguez is 

currently principal of Southeast Elementary School 

where she has served since 2013. The new elemen-

tary school, Connecticutôs first net-zero public 

school, is scheduled to open for the 2022-23 school 

year.  Pre-K to grade 4 students now attending Annie 

E. Vinton Elementary School, Dorothy C. Goodwin 

Elementary School and Southeast Elementary 

School will join together at the new school on      

Warrenville Road. 

In an announce-

ment to parents, 

Superintendent 

Lyman said, 

ñConstruction of the 

new elementary 

school is well     

underway,  and we 

have engaged in a 

significant amount 

of planning to    

support the transi-

tion into this new 

school next year. 

An important step 

in that transition planning is naming a principal for 

the new school.  I am happy to announce that I am 

appointing Lauren Rodriguez to that position.ò 

Prior to working in Mansfield, Ms Rodriguez held po-

sitions at the University of Connecticut (UConn) as-

sisting schools with improvement efforts and was an 

elementary teacher in general education and gifted  

The Board of Education in Mansfield has updated its 

strategic plan for the district, a reflection of the val-

ues and desires of the greater Mansfield community.  

Known as the Development Plan, it defines the goals 

of the district for its students. 

Building off the achievements of the previous five-

year plan, this new plan focuses on six Core Beliefs 

that are intended to guide the work of the district. 

The Development Plan outlines how the learning 

community can live its Core Beliefs in its daily teach-

ing and learning activities. At the districtôs Convoca-

tion ceremony at the start of the year, Superinten-

dent Kelly Lyman described the plan to the teaching 

staff, ñIf we accept that it is our obligation to ensure 

that all students meet our rigorous expectations, and 

we are committed to living our Core Beliefs, then we 

need to know our students deeply--not only as learn-

ers, but as people with likes and dislikes, and hopes 

and dreams, and lives outside of school.  
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 Mansfield Public Schoolôs distinctive signature, too, 

is its focus on student-centered learning.  The Core 

Beliefs reinforce that students learn best when they 

engage in active learning, and further emphasize  

the commitment to developing the whole child. While 

it is important that students achieve command of  

academic and social skills, their physical, emotional 

and behavioral development needs must also be 

nurtured. 

The plan is coming to life as the new school year 

develops. It includes key drivers and action steps 

that define the work in more detail and indicators 

that will help each teacher, each school and the 

Board of Education to measure progress.  Adminis-

trators and teacher leaders have spent time this 

summer sharing ways to put the Core Beliefs to 

work in the classroom. 

Regardless of the subject or the grade level, school 

district staff is determined to be driven by the desire 

to know students, ensure deep learning and support 

the whole child in bringing the Core Beliefs to the 

classroom, the cafeteria, the gymnasium, the play-

ground and the hallways of Mansfield Schools each 

day.��The new Development Plan can be found at:  
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ñWhen we know others deeply we have the 

knowledge we need to truly lead with equity.  We 

can extend ourselves beyond the child to the family 

and come to both know and engage them as their 

child grows.  We can help set the path for future 

growth and development.  And when we know our 

students deeply, we also grow as educators.  These 

are our Core Beliefs.ò   


